Flamenco Quartet is a project dedicated to exploring and expanding the vocabulary of flamenco. Led by an open-minded spirit, the ensemble seeks to engage with contemporary culture through vibrant performances that honor the roots of traditional flamenco while sharing a passion for music and dance discovery. The roster boasts remarkably diverse talents, including  composers, arrangers, improvisers, and choreographers who bring a range of cultural influences to the group, from Gypsy jazz to klezmer to flamenco and classical Arabic and Spanish styles. 

This 40 minute program opens with historical references to the cultural migrations that made their way to the south of Spain both influencing and contributing to what we now know of as the flamenco art form. We will share Arabic and Balkan music to prime the listener’s ear as a hand-off to traditional flamenco music and dance. We will talk about what it means to draw from traditional forms as inspiration for other musical and dance genres; especially how turn-of-the-century composers like J.Rodrigo and I.Albeniz used flamenco elements to inform their classical works. We will then perform a classical music and dance piece by Albeniz. Then we will ask what it means be an interpreter, an artist with a given art form. We will cite examples of different projects flamenco artists have explored in recent years such as hybrid forms which incorporate from quawli and hip hop into their work. This will lead us into some of our originally devised and unique interpretations informed by Gypsy jazz and the larger American jazz repertoire. We will finish with the more universal aspects of flamenco like percussive rhythm patterns and will invite the public to perform with us as “handclappers", dancers, and vocalists.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The group consists of nationally and internationally renowned artists, including dancer Wendy Clinard, violinist Steve Gibons, guitarist Marija Temo, and percussionist Javier Saume.
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