Margot McGraw Toppen

 

Dance Performer/Educator



Current Ongoing Work:
· May I Have This Dance: Education Director for Chicago’s leading ballroom, Latin and swing dance studio known for its emphasis on the social and health benefits of partner dancing. Developed curriculum for the Dancing with Class residency program which now runs in 50+ schools. 
· Swing Time: Producer/choreographer for a 45-minute educational/cultural arts program which tours throughout Chicagoland, with performances at more than 100 schools and park districts since 1999. This program combines dynamic dance performances with information about the history of American jazz music and dance as it relates to our past, present and future. 
· Urban Gateways: Co-director/touring artist for “Swingin’ Through History” (created for UG’s partner schools).

· Academy of Music and Movement (Oak Park, IL): Teach weekly classes for the school and resident performance company, Momenta. Choreography appears in Momenta programs on a quarterly basis.

· Chicago Summerdance: Featured instructor for the City of Chicago’s Summerdance program (1999-present); promotional appearances on various local news programs and live performances on State Street.
Performance Highlights:
· World Olympic Committee Performance: Invited performer for the 2007 World Boxing Championship Opening Ceremonies at the Chicago Theatre. Audience members included members of the World Olympic Committee, Chicago Olympic Bid Committee, Mayor Daley, and Muhammed Ali.
· Great Lakes Regional Dance Champion: First place in the American Lindy Hop Championships American Showcase Division regional qualifier for 4 years running (1999-2002).
· Chicago Shag Team: Conceived and produced a 4-minute routine for 8 dancers that won 2nd place at the American Lindy Hop Championships Cabaret Division (2000).
· For Dancer's Only Tour: Live on-stage performance with Wynton Marsalis and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra at Navy Pier Grand Ballroom (2000).
· Dance Chicago 2000 & 1998: Choreographed/performed original pieces for Chicago’s annual dance festival.
· Graffiti Dancers: Member and choreographer for Northwestern University’s premier student dance troupe (1992-1995).
Teaching Credits:

· 2005-present: Faculty with the Academy of Music and Movement in Oak Park, IL

· 2000-present: Guest instructor at various dance workshop/competition weekends across the country 

· 1999-present: Teach programs on jazz dance and music to children in schools throughout Chicagoland 

· 1998-present: Teach various forms of dance to adults throughout Chicagoland. Teaching venues include MayIHaveThisDance, Chicago Summerdance, Willowbrook Ballroom, various nightclubs

· 1988-1991: Professional ballet instructor for children ages 4-12
Film Credits:

· ‘Road to Perdition’: featured dancer

· Wisconsin Department of Transportation TV commercial: featured dancer

· TV: Dance related interviews and performances on ABC, NBC, WGN and CLTV news shows

· ‘With Honors’: visible extra

· Signcast Advertising: featured dancer on in-bar promotional footage

Education:

· Northwestern University: Bachelor of Science of Journalism.  GPA:  3.5/4.0; Also completed the Integrated Arts certificate program and a minor in Sociology. (September 1991-March 1995)

Performing Arts Training:

· Began studying classical ballet and jazz at age 5 and continued through college

· Ongoing dance education through workshops and private lessons with internationally known instructors in dances ranging from hip-hop to Argentine tango. 

· Vocal and acting lessons from 1988-1991
